INTRODUCTION                                 IS
and degradation by Brahman influence. But it seems
to me quite clear that the worship of the grama-
devatas and the buffalo-sacrifice belong to a very
much older period than this, and go back to the
days long before the Aryan invasion, probably to the
time when the Dravidian clans first came to India and
settled down to an agricultural life. If that is true, it
is impossible to interpret the meaning of rites and
ceremonies which originated about 3000 or 4000 B.C.
at the latest, by the light of legends which represent
historical events that took place about three thousand
years later.
Again, in view of the facts that agricultural deities
all over the world have been mainly female, and that
many of the rites and ceremonies connected with the
worship of the grama-devatas are obviously related to
the harvest, I must still maintain my opinion that the
reason why the grama-devatas are female is because
they were originally agricultural deities. Professor
ElmoreJs view, that the Dravidian deities are female
because the Dravidian women were specially quarrel-
some, vindictive and jealous, and that their tempers
and curses made people feel that it was wise to pro-
pitiate female spirits, seems to me a very improbable
explanation, even if it were certain that Dravidian
women were as much "adepts in the use of bad langu-
ages and vigorous terms of defamation " six thousand
years ago as some of them are to-day.